
2017 NMS Middle School Summer Reading Book List 
 

Reading Levels: A=accessible     I=intermediate     C=challenging 
 

A Note to Parents: Teachers collaborated to determine reading levels based on Lexile level, sentence complexity, book length, 
publication date, and content.  The reading levels are meant only as a guide.  Ultimately, it is up to you, the parent, to determine 
the “just right” book for your child.  When helping your student to select a book, please carefully consider your student’s reading 
ability and maturity-level, as some books have themes, situations, or language that may not be appropriate for all students.  If 
you need assistance in making an informed decision, please visit www.commonsensemedia.org or search Amazon for reviews.    
 

Alabama Moon 
Watt Keys 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mr. Clark 
 
 
 
 

For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a 
shelter with his father. They keep to themselves, their only contact with other human 
beings an occasional trip to the nearest general store. When Moon's father dies, Moon 
follows his father's last instructions: to travel to Alaska to find others like themselves. 
But Moon is soon caught and entangled in a world he doesn't know or understand; 
he's become property of the government he has been avoiding all his life. As the 
spirited and resourceful Moon encounters constables, jails, institutions, lawyers, true 
friends, and true enemies, he adapts his wilderness survival skills and learns to survive 
in the outside world, and even, perhaps, make his home there. This title has Common 
Core connections. 

Among the Brave 
M. Peterson Haddix 
 
Genre: 
Science Fiction/ 
Dystopia 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Langieri 

Trey may have saved Luke's life, but he still thinks of himself as a coward who can 
barely stand to be outdoors. Now Trey finds out Luke has been taken prisoner at 
Population Police headquarters. Trey is terrified, but he knows that if he doesn't 
rescue his friend, no one will.  At police headquarters, Trey impersonates an officer to 
try getting to Luke. But just when it looks like he's close, Trey suddenly finds himself in 
danger of exposing not just himself but all shadow children. 

And Then There 
Were None 
Agatha Christie 
 
Genre:  
Mystery 

Reading Level: C 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Ms. Kocal 
Ms. Wood 

Considered the best mystery novel ever written by many readers, And Then There 
Were None is the story of 10 strangers, each lured to Indian Island by a mysterious 
host. Once his guests have arrived, the host accuses each person of murder. Unable to 
leave the island, the guests begin to share their darkest secrets—until they begin to 
die.  
 

Ashes of Roses 
Mary Jane Auch 
 
Genre: 
Historical Fiction 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mr. Chretien 
Mr. Mansfield 
Mrs. Sweigard 

When Rose Nolan arrives on Ellis Island as a seventeen-year-old Irish immigrant, she is 
looking for a land of opportunities; what she finds is far from all she'd dreamed. 
Stubborn and tenacious, she refuses to give up. Left alone to fend for herself and her 
younger sister, Rose is thrust into a hard-knock life of tenements and factory work.  
But even as she struggles, Rose finds small bright points in her new life―at the movies 
with her working friends and in the honest goals of her mentor, Gussie. Still, after her 
exhausting days as a working girl, Rose must face the confusion of balancing her need 
for simple fun with her more wary feelings about joining Gussie in her fight for better 
working conditions.  When the devastating Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911 
rushes into Rose's life, her confusions are brought to an all-too-painful head. To whom 
and to what can she turn when everything around her is in ashes? 

Basher Five-Two: 
The True Story of F-
16 Fighter Pilot 
Captain S. O'Grady 
 
Reading Level: A 

Genre:  
Non-Fiction 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mr. Saczawa 

U.S. Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady was shot down in his F-16 over Bosnia while 
helping to keep the peace. The plane exploded, and Captain O'Grady fell 5 miles to the 
ground below. In exciting detail, Captain O'Grady tells how he evaded capture and 
how, with little water and no food, he was able to survive on his own in enemy 
territory. 

Boys in the Boat 
(Young Readers 
Adaptation): The 
True Story of an 
American Team's 
Epic Journey to Win 
Gold at the 1936 
Olympics, The  
Daniel James Brown 

Reading Level: I 
 
Genre: 
Non-Fiction 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Raposo 
Mrs. Niedel 
 

Out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the astonishing tale of nine working-
class boys from the American West who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world what 
true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, 
and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew was never expected to 
defeat the elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the world by 
challenging the German boat rowing for Adolf Hitler.  At the center of the tale is Joe 
Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, whose personal quest captures the 
spirit of his generation—the generation that would prove in the coming years that the 
Nazis could not prevail over American determination and optimism. 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Counting by 7’s 
Holly Goldberg 
Sloan 
 
Genre: 
Fiction  
 
 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Ms. Bertelson 
Ms. Turok 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing 
medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for 
her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her 
from leading a quietly happy life…until now.  Suddenly, Willow’s world is tragically 
changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. 
The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but 
extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a 
fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to 
read. 

Crossover, The 
Kwame Alexander 
 
Genre: 
Sports/Realistic-
Fiction/Poetry 
 
 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Dion 
Ms. O’Connor 

This novel in verse won the 2015 Newbery Medal and the 2015 Coretta Scott King 
Honor Award.  "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat 
is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-
locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on 
the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that 
tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and 
brotherhood from Kwame Alexander.  Josh and Jordan must come to grips with 
growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, 
as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 

Fish in a Tree 
Chris Grabenstein 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Cartee 
Mrs. Malone 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new 
school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive 
distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, 
her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble 
maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is 
nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and 
the world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to 
her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike. 

Freak the Mighty 
Rodman Philbrick 
 
Genre: 
Fiction  

Reading Level: A 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mr. Wroth  
Mrs. Lyncosky 

Two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in leg 
braces – forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one formidable human 
force. A wonderful story of triumph over imperfection, shame, and loss. 

Girl in the Blue Coat 
Monica Hesse 
 
Genre: 
Historical Fiction 

Reading Level: C 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Ouimet 
 

Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after 
black market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work 
from her concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who 
was killed on the Dutch front lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to think of her 
illegal work as a small act of rebellion.  On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for 
help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked 
by the older woman's frantic plea to find a person-a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had 
been hiding, who has vanished without a trace from a secret room. Hanneke initially 
wants nothing to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web of 
mysteries and stunning revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open 
her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war machine, and compel her to take desperate 
action.  Beautifully written, intricately plotted, and meticulously researched, Girl in the 
Blue Coat is an extraordinary, gripping novel about bravery, grief, and love in 
impossible times.  

Giver, The 
Lois Lowry 
 
Genre: 
Dystopia 

Reading Level: I 
 
Sponsored by: 
Miss Elder  
Miss Abad 

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential 
novels of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a 
seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is 
given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the 
dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 

Heat 
Mike Lupica 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Miller 
Mr. Buoniconti 
Miss Fratini 
Mrs. Sullivan 

Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of 
leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is 
nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned 
after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his 
seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will 
be separated in the foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba.  Together, the 
boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many questions. But then 
someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as much 



Mrs. Gleason 
 
 

power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, 
and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he 
discovers that family can come from the most unexpected sources. 

Leviathon 
Scott Westerfield 
 
Genre: 
Fantasy 
 
 

Reading Level: C 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mr. Dearborn 

It is the cusp of World War I. The Austro-Hungarians and Germans have their Clankers, 
steam-driven iron machines loaded with guns and ammunition. The British Darwinists 
employ genetically fabricated animals as their weaponry. Their Leviathan is a whale 
airship, and the most masterful beast in the British fleet.  Aleksandar Ferdinand, a 
Clanker, and Deryn Sharp, a Darwinist, are on opposite sides of the war. But their paths 
cross in the most unexpected way, taking them both aboard the Leviathan on a 
fantastical, around-the-world adventure….One that will change both their lives forever. 

Maus II: A 
Survivor's Tale: And 
Here My Troubles 
Began  
Art Spiegelman 
 
Genre:  
Graphic Novel 

Reading Level: C 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Miss Costello 
Mr. Gelinas 
Mr. Harlow 

This second volume of the Maus series, the reader is moved from the barracks of 
Auschwitz to the bungalows of the Catskills. Genuinely tragic and comic by turns, it 
attains a complexity of theme and a precision of thought new to comics and rare in any 
medium. Mausties together two powerful stories: Vladek's harrowing take of survival 
against all odds, delineating the paradox of family life in the death camps, and the 
author's account of his tortured relationship with his aging father. At every level this is 
the ultimate survivor's tale—and that too of the children who somehow survive even 
the survivors. 

Million Dollar 
Throw 
Mike Lupica 
 
Genre: 
Fiction  
 
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Fydenkevez 
Mrs. Uliana 

Everyone calls Nate Brodie "Brady" because he's a New England quarterback, just like 
his idol, Tom Brady. And now he's got a chance to win a million dollars by throwing one 
pass through a target at halftime in the Patriots; Thanksgiving night game. More than 
anything, Nate's family needs the money—his dad's been downsized, his mom's 
working two jobs, and they're on the verge of losing their house. The worry is more 
weight than a 13-year-old can bear, and it's affecting his playing for his own football 
team. Suddenly the boy with the golden arm is having trouble completing a pass… but 
can he make the one that really counts? 

Mr. Lemoncello’s 
Library Olympics 
Chris Grabenstein 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Skorupski 
Mrs. Preye 

Welcome, boys and girls, readers of all ages, to the first-ever Library Olympics! Kyle 
and his teammates are back, and the world-famous game maker Luigi Lemoncello is at 
it again!  This time Mr. Lemoncello has invited teams from all across America to 
compete in the first-ever LIBRARY OLYMPICS. But something suspicious is going on . . . 
books are missing from Mr. Lemoncello’s library. Is someone trying to censor what the 
kids are reading?! Now it’s not just a game—can Mr. Lemoncello find the real 
defenders of books and champions of libraries? In between figuring out mind-boggling 
challenges, the kids will have to band together to get to the bottom of this mystery. 

One for the 
Murphys 
Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 
 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Guyott 
Mrs. Oleksak 

Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls high and thick. But 
the day she becomes a foster child, and moves in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. 
This loving, bustling family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought 
existed, and she feels like an alien in their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite 
her resistance, the Murphys eventually show her what it feels like to belong--until her 
mother wants her back and Carley has to decide where and how to live. She's not 
really a Murphy, but the gifts they've given her have opened up a new future. 

Out of My  
Mind  
Sharon Draper 
 
Genre: 
Fiction 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Bourbeau 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic 
memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She 
is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her 
classmates in her integrated classroom—the very same classmates who dismiss her as 
mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to 
be defined by cerebral palsy. And she’s determined to let everyone know it…somehow. 

Outsiders, The 
S. E. Hinton 
 
Genre: 
Fiction  
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Lynch 
Mrs. Schabowski 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured 
out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows 
that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like 
Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang 
of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At 
least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too far. 

Serafina and the 
Black Cloak  
Robert Beatty 
 
Genre: 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 

Serafina has never had a reason to disobey her pa and venture beyond the grounds of 
Biltmore Estate. There's plenty to explore in Mr. and Mrs. Vanderbilt's vast and 
opulent home, but she must take care to never be seen. None of the rich folk upstairs 
know that Serafina exists; she and her pa have lived in the basement for as long as 
Serafina can remember. She has learned to prowl through the darkened corridors at 



Fantasy 
 
 
 

Mrs. Belair 
 

night, to sneak and hide, using the mansion's hidden doors and secret passageways.  
But when children at the estate start disappearing, only Serafina knows the clues to 
follow. A mysterious man in a black cloak stalks Biltmore's corridors at night. Following 
her own harrowing escape, Serafina risks everything by joining forces with Braeden 
Vanderbilt, the young nephew of Biltmore's owners. Braeden and Serafina must 
uncover the Man in the Black Cloak's true identity before all of the children vanish one 
by one.  Serafina's hunt leads her into the very forest that she has been taught to fear, 
where she discovers a forgotten legacy of magic. In order to save the children of 
Biltmore, Serafina must not only face her darkest enemy, but delve into the strange 
mystery of her own identity. 

Tangerine 
Edward Bloor 
 
 
Genre: 
Fiction  
 

Reading Level: I 
 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Plante  
 

Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. 
But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his 
family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow 
the local school, fire burn underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time 
every day?  The chaos is compounded by constant harassment from his football—star 
brother, and adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer 
team at his middle school. With the help of his new teammates, Paul begins to 
discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he also 
gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for 
far too long. In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

Three Cups of Tea: 
One Man's Journey 
to Change the 
World... One Child 
at a Time (Young 
Reader's Edition)  
Greg Mortnensen 
 
 

Reading Level: I 
 
Genre: 
Investigative 
Journalism 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. Doiran 
Mrs. Mentos 
Mrs. Mahoney 

This young readers edition of the worldwide bestseller Three Cups of Tea has been 
specially adapted for younger readers.  Anyone who despairs of the individual’s power 
to change lives has to read the story of Greg Mortenson, a homeless mountaineer 
who, following a 1993 climb of Pakistan’s treacherous K2, was inspired by a chance 
encounter with impoverished mountain villagers and promised to build them a school. 
Over the next decade he built fifty-five schools—especially for girls—that offer a 
balanced education in one of the most isolated and dangerous regions on earth. As it 
chronicles Mortenson’s quest, which has brought him into conflict with both enraged 
Islamists and uncomprehending Americans, Three Cups of Tea combines adventure 
with a celebration of the humanitarian spirit. 

Wonderstruck 
Brian Selznick 
 
Genre: 
Fiction/Graphic 
Novel  
 

Reading Level: A 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
Mrs. C’Miel 
 

Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben longs for the father he has 
never known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she chronicles in a 
scrapbook. When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room and Rose reads an 
enticing headline in the newspaper, both children set out alone on desperate quests to 
find what they are missing.  Set fifty years apart, these two independent stories--Ben's 
told in words, Rose's in pictures--weave back and forth with mesmerizing symmetry. 
How they unfold and ultimately intertwine will surprise you, challenge you, and leave 
you breathless with wonder.   

 


